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10/1 Ninth Taiwan-US TIFA Meeting held in Taipei

The Ninth Taiwan-US Trade and Investment Framework
Agreement (TIFA) Meeting was held in Taipei on October 1. The
meeting was co-chaired by Vice Minister of Economic Affairs
Cho Shih-chao and US Deputy Trade Representative Robert
Holleyman. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that the two
sides discussed and made progress on intellectual property
rights, pharmaceuticals and medical equipment, investment and
technical trade barriers, regional and multilateral trade initiatives
and cooperation, and agriculture. The meeting is expected
to enhance bilateral future economic and trade cooperative
relations. This is the third TIFA meeting to be held since talks
resumed in 2013. It underscores the attention both sides give
to bilateral economic and trade issues and contributes to the
deepening of Taiwan-US economic and trade relations and
Taiwan's future integration in the regional economy.

10/6 Taiwan's CPl expands by 0.28% YoY in
September

The Directorate General of Budget, Accounting and
Statistics released the September consumer price index (CPI)
figures on October 7. The index rose 0.68% over August and
gained 0.28% year-on-year (YoY), but fell on a seasonally
adjusted basis by 0.15%, the first time this year that the
index has been positive. The CPI fell by 0.52% in the first nine
months YoY. In September, the wholesale price index (WPI) rose
by 0.09% month-on-month, but fell by 0.01% on a seasonally
adjusted basis. The WPI was down 8.57% YoY and fell by
9.12% YoY in the January to September period.

10/12 Chairman Lin Join-sane meets Deputy
Secretary of the CPC Jiangxi Provincial
Committee Mo Jiancheng

Deputy Secretary of the CPC Jiangxi Provincial Committee
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Chronicle of Cross-strait
Economic and Trade Events

Mo Jiancheng arrived in Taiwan on October 12 for a six-day
visit. He visited agricultural and fisheries areas to study Taiwan's
recreational farm development model and fishery cooperatives.
During the visit, an event was organized to promote agricultural
development in Jiangxi and Taiwan. The two sides also held
a signing ceremony for the procurement of agricultural by-
products from Taiwan and to promote agricultural exchanges
between Jiangxi and Taiwan. SEF Chairman Lin Join-sane
welcomed Deputy Secretary Mo on October 12. He expressed
hope that both sides could deepen mutually beneficial
cooperation and exchanges in the economic, trade, travel,
agriculture, and education spheres.

10/13 Mainland exports fall 1.1% YoY in
September, imports plunge

Mainland China's General Administration of Customs
(GACCQ) announced that RMB-denominated exports fell by 1.1%
year-on-year (YoY) in September, beating expectations. Imports
fell by 17.7%, marking the eleventh consecutive month of
declines and the longest downward trend since the 2008
financial crisis. According to the GACC website, the mainland's
import and export value in September was RMB2.22 trillion,
down 8.8% year-on-year. Exports fell by 1.1% to RMB1.3
trillion, while imports dropped by 17.7% to RMB924 billion,
netting the mainland a trade surplus of RMB$376.2 billion,
up 96.1%. The GACC said that while the the export decline
slowed in September, the mainland still faces foreign trade
problems.

10/14 Fourth meeting between cross-strait
authorities held in Guangzhou
The Fourth Meeting between Heads of Cross-Strait
Competent Authorities was held in Guangzhou, mainland
China. At the meeting, Mainland Affairs Council Minister



Andrew Hsia and the Director Zhang Zhijun of the mainland's
Taiwan Affairs Office exchanged views on the current
development of cross-strait relations and important issues. The
two sides believe they should continue, on the basis of the
"1992 Consensus," to seize opportunities, show goodwill,
deepen cooperation, maintain the forward momentum of
the peaceful and stable development of cross-strait relations,
continue to create concrete and palpable achievements, and
work together to safeguard the welfare, rights and interests
of the people on both sides and peace in the Taiwan Strait.
Minister Hsia said that, in the past seven-plus years, the two
sides have, on the basis of the "1992 Consensus," faced the
facts and built new momentum for advancing the normalized
and institutional development of cross-strait relations. The
two sides have replaced confrontation and conflict with
communication and cooperation, enabling cross-strait
relations to achieve the most stable and peaceful state in the
past 66 years of separation across the strait. The two sides
hope to continue to consolidate institutionalized cross-strait
negotiations and official interaction mechanisms to create
favorable opportunities for the well-being of people on both
sides and long-lasting cross-strait ties.

10/15 Chairman Lin Join-sane meet Vice Governor
of Guizhou Province Meng Qiliang

Vice Governor of Guizhou Province Meng Qiliang arrived
in Taiwan on October 14. During the visit, he attended a
ceremony for the signing of a strategic cooperation agreement
between Guizhou Province and the Council for Industrial and
Commercial Development (CICD) and Nankang Software Park
in Taipei. He also introduced and held exchanges on Guizhou's
big data and e-information, medical and health, high-end
equipment manufacturing industries. Chairman Lin Join-sane
stated during a meeting with Vice Governor Meng on October
15 that he led a delegation to Guizhou last year and was
deeply impressed by the province's natural beauty, abundant
resources, and rapid economic development in recent years. He
expressed hope that the two sides could further promote the
cross-strait industrial division of labor, mutually enhance cross-
strait industrial competitiveness, and improve the well-being of
compatriots on both sides of the strait.

10/20 Chairman Lin Join-sane leads a delegation
to visit Taiwanese businesspeople in Shanxi
and Shandong
SEF Chairman Lin Join-sane led a delegation to visit

Taiwanese businesspeople in Taiyuan, Shanxi Province and
Jinan, Weifang, Qingdao, Linyi, and Rizhao in Shandong
Province from October 20 to 24. During the five-day visit, the
delegation participated in activities for the 10th anniversary
celebration of the Weifang Taiwan Businessmen's Association,
18th anniversary of the Qingdao Taiwan Businessmen's
Association, and sixth anniversary of the Rizhao Taiwan
Businessmen's Association. The group also called on local
Taiwan enterprises and held Taiwan business forums in Taiyuan,
Jinan, and Qingdao to convey the government's concern, as
well as to promote the government's cross-strait economic and
trade policies and the benefits of the cross-strait tax and flight
safety agreements. The SEF delegation also met with local
officials and told them about the operational problems faced by
Taiwanese enterprises. Chairman Lin later went to Xiamen and
attended the opening ceremony for the Cross-strait (Xiamen)
LOHAS Festival on October 25.

10/26 Chairman Lin Join-sane meets Vice Governor
of Hebei Province Zhang Jiehui

Vice Governor of Hebei Province Zhang Jiehui led a
delegation to visit Taiwan for exchanges from October 20 to
26. The delegation participated in the "Fifth Hebei-Taiwan
Cultural Exchange and Economic Cooperation Week" and
called on Compal Group, TCC Group, E United Group,
Shining Group and other Taiwanese enterprises. The group
also visited Nantou to study the area's modern and highly
efficient agricultural industry. SEF Chairman Lin Join-sane stated
during a meeting with Vice Governor Zhang that exchanges
and cooperation between Hebei and Taiwan are constantly
developing, especially in the areas of trade, tourism, agriculture,
and education. He expressed hope that both sides could jointly
create an environment conducive to mutually beneficial cross-
strait investment.

10/28 SEF launches app

The SEF held a ceremony on October 28 for the launch
of a new app that allows the public to check the progress
of applications for certificates of authentication in real-time.
The app also provides acess to the latest cross-strait news on
business, education, employment, travel, living, and emergency
relief. Since launching its website in 1999, the SEF has rolled out
several online resouces, including the Taiwan Businesspeople
Information Web, SEF Certificate of Authentication Status
Search System, and SEF Facebook page to improve the
efficiency, quality and convenience of services to the public. &
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