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6/29 AIlIB agreement signed in Beijing

The agreement on the mainland-spearheaded Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) was signed at a
ceremony held on June 29 in Beijing. Fifty founding
members attended the ceremony, and seven founding
member states will successively complete the signing
formalities before the end of the year. The AlIB is expected
to begin operations by the end of this year. The bank
will have authorized capital of US$100 billion, targeted
mainly for infrastructure projects in Asia. The bank is
headquartered in Beijing. The mainland is also the biggest
capital contributor, accounting for US$29,780,400,000
or 30.34% of the total capitalization. PRC President Xi
Jinping stressed that the agreement signing marks a

historic step in the creation of the AlIB.

6/30 Mainland's Supreme People's Court
expands scope of recognition and
enforcement of Taiwan arbitration.

The mainland's Supreme People's Court officially
announced the Provisions of the Supreme People's
Court on the Recognition and Enforcement of Civil
Judgments of the Relevant Courts of the Taiwan Region
and Provisions of the Supreme People's Court on the
Recognition and Enforcement of Arbitral Awards in

the Taiwan Region on June 30. The provisions will be
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implemented from July 1 this year. The Provisions on
the People's Courts' Recognition of Civil Judgments of
the Relevant Courts of the Taiwan Region comprises
23 articles that appropriately broaden the recognition
and enforcement of Taiwan court civil judgments
compared to the relevant four judicial interpretations
applied previously. The Provisions on the Recognition
and Enforcement of Arbitral Awards in the Taiwan
Region comprise 22 articles and shares the same basic
framework of the said civil judgment provisions. This
reformulation of judicial interpretations effectively
reduces caseloads involving cross-strait interested parties.
It also represents new progress in judicial exchanges
across the Taiwan Strait following implementation of
the Agreement on Joint Cross-Strait Crime-Fighting and

Mutual Judicial Assistance in 2009.

7/1  MAC Minister Andrew Hsia visits the
SEF

MAC Minister Andrew Hsia visited the SEF with
colleagues on July 1. The purpose of the visit was
to further understand the SEF's affairs as well as to
encourage the SEF's front-line team in implementing
cross-strait work. Minister Hsia said that cross-
strait relations are crucial to Taiwan's survival and

development. The SEF and MAC have worked together



over the years to usher in the most peaceful period in
cross-strait affairs in 60-plus years. He hoped that the
people of Taiwan would jointly cherish this hard-won
achievement and work wholeheartedly to sustain this
peace. Minister Hsia also hoped that, in the future,
the SEF would continue to carry out cross-strait affairs
within the scope authorized by the government, and
fully promote cross-strait negotiations, exchanges and
services. The MAC will also give its full policy assistance

and guidance, he said.

7/3 Mainland adds six cross-strait flight
points and increases number of weekly
cross-strait passenger flights to 890

The Civil Aeronautics Administration of the Ministry
of Transportation and Communications announced on

July 3 that the cross-strait air transport authorities had

reached an agreement to expand the number of cross-

strait flight points and flights. The mainland will add

Huai'an, Yangzhou, and Nantong in Jiangsu Province,

Yiwu in Zhejiang Province, Yanji in Jilin Province, and

Kashi in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region as

points for regular cross-strait flight service, increasing the

total to 61 from the current 55. When the new points
are operational and charter flights are converted into
regular flights, the total number of regular passenger
flights across the Taiwan Strait will increase from the
current 840 per week to 890 per week, representing 25

flights from each side.

7/11 President Ma Ying-jeou visits Central
America

President Ma Ying-jeou led a delegation to visit
allied countries in Central America and the Caribbean
Sea on July 11 to 18. The president met with the heads
of state in Dominican, Haiti, and Nicaragua. He also
presented a speech to the Dominican congress, attended
an inauguration ceremony at the Haitian Supreme Court,

and visited Taiwanese enterprises in Nicaragua. During

A4

talks with the three heads of state talks, President
Ma exchanged views on bilateral matters of common
concern and learned about developments in the visited
countries. He expressed hope to expand and upgrade
bilateral cooperation and strengthen partnerships for

sustainable development.

7/14 Chairman Lin Join-sane leads high-
level media delegation to Ningxia and
Gansu

SEF Chairman Lin Join-sane led a high-level
media delegation to visit the mainland for a five-day
visit from July 14 to 18. The group visited radio and
television stations in Ningxia and met with leaders
in Ningxia and Gansu for exchanges on cross-strait
affairs. The group also participated in a Taiwan business
forum in Lanzhou to hear the hopes of Taiwanese
businesspeople, strengthen communication and liaison
with the Taiwanese business community, and convey the

government's care for Taiwanese businesspeople.

7/20 Kinmen and Fujian sign agreement for
Kinmen water purchases

The Kinmen County Water Plant and Fujian

Provincial Water Supply Co. held a signing ceremony on

July 20 for a water purchase (supply) agreement. The
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two sides plan to soon build a sub-sea pipeline, onshore
pipeline and other facilities to supply water from Fujian
to Kinmen under the agreement. Water service is
expected to begin in the first half of 2017. The Water
Resources Agency said that Kinmen's purchase of water
from the mainland is considered a general business
activity governed by the Government Procurement Act.
The water purchase (supply) contract between the two
sides is effective for 30 years to match the expected
usable life of the sub-sea pipeline. The two sides said
they will advance with preliminary engineering design
and tender discussions and expect to start construction

soon to begin supplying water at an early date. &
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