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5/3 Eric Chu leads a delegation to attend
10th Cross-Strait Economic, Trade and
Cultural Forum

The 10th Cross-Strait Economic, Trade and Cultural

Forum was held on May 3 in Shanghai. KMT Chairman Eric

Chu led a delegation to participate in the forum, which

focused on issues related to the people's livelihood, attention

to efficiency, showing care, and sincerity and determination in
serving youth and the grassroots public, and proposed many
policy recommendations on the future development of cross-
strait relations. On May 4, Chairman Chu went to Beijing
to meet with General Secretary Xi Jinping of the Chinese

Communist Party and flew back to Taiwan later that night.

The group also held discussions with teachers and students

at Shanghai's Fudan University, Peking University and went to

Xiangshan to pay respects at the cenotaph of Dr. Sun Yat-sen.

5/4 Mini Three Links tourist arrivals in
Kinmen grow 20% in January to April
period

The Tourism Department of the Kinmen County
Government announced that 150,000 mainland Chinese
tourists visited Kinmen in April via the Mini Three Link
channel, bringing the total for the first four months of
the year to over 540,000, 20% higher than the same
period a year before. The increase was attributed to the
implementation of new policies for Mini Three Links travel,
including a visa on arrival program and exemption of tourist
groups transiting in Taiwan's outlying islands from the

Taiwan daily visitor quota limit. Director Wang Chung-sheng

of the Kinmen County Government Tourism Department
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said that mainland tourists account for 36% of all visitors
and this is the main reason for the Mini Three Links increase.
The government will continue to strengthen promotion in
mainland provinces and cities and and improve supporting
services so they are more evident to tourists.

5/8 Mainland imports and exports
unexpectedly fall in April

Mainland China's General Administration of Customs
announced, that the mainland's import and export value fell
by 10.9% in April this year. Exports fell by 6.2%, slowing
from the 8.4% March drop, though analysts had expected
a growth trend. April imports fell 16.1%, more than the
expected 8% to 12%. The mainland posted a trade surplus
of RMB210.21 billion in April, up 85.2% and beating market
expectations for an RMB173.8 billion surplus. According to
customs statistics, in the first four months of this year, the
mainland's import and export value fell by 7.3% from the
same period last year, with exports rising 1.8% and imports
falling 17%, netting the mainland an RMB965.37 billion
trade surplus in the period, up 3.4-fold.

5/9 SEF holds social event for mainland
students in Taiwan

The SEF 9 held a social activity for mainland Chinese
students studying at schools in northern Taiwan on May 9.
Representatives from the Ministry of Education and MAC also
participated for dialogue and exchanges with the mainland
students aimed at strengthening services to mainland
students in Taiwan and providing mainland students with a
platform for off-campus exchanges.



5/14 Chairman Lin Join-sane meets Shandong
Vice Governor Zhao Runtian

Vice Governor of Shandong Province Zhao Runtian
led an agribusiness mission to Taiwan on May 13 to 19
for exchanges. The group visited Taipei, Nantou, Hualien,
Kaohsiung and other areas to study Taiwan's agricultural,
fishing, aquaculture and cultural and creative industries. The
group also attended a Shandong-Taiwan farmer training
exchange and held exchanges and discussions with the
National Training Institute of Farmers' Organizations. SEF
Chairman Lin Join-sane met Vice Governor Zhao on May
14. He stated that exchanges and economic and trade
cooperation between Shandong and Taiwan are close
and expressed hope that exchanges, economic and trade
cooperation and interaction between the two sides could
be strengthened to enhance the well-being of the people of
both sides.

5/14 Chairman Lin Join-sane meet CPC
Sichuan Provincial Committee Member
Li Changping

CPC Sichuan Provincial Committee Member Li
Changping led an agricultural delegation to Taiwan on May
11 for exchanges. The group visited modern farming cultural
and creative parks, organic farming parks and agribusiness
in Taoyuan, Miaoli, Tainan, Hualien and other areas, main
visit to understand the development of grassroots farmers'
association and modern tourism agriculture in Taiwan.
The group also attended a Sichuan-Taiwan agricultural
cooperation forum. During a meeting with SEF Chairman Lin
Join-sane, Li Changping said that local agricultural industry
has developed unique characteristics due to the small and
densely populated nature of Taiwan. Taiwan also began
developing its agricultural industry early and has reaped big
rewards, while also paving a road for the modernization
of farming on the island. These things have much to teach
the mainland. Chairman Lin said that cross-strait exchanges
and cooperation are growing in frequency. He expressed
hope that the two sides could continue cooperate and
complement strengths in the agriculture, economic and trade
and other fields to achieve win-win gains.

5/16 SEF holds job fair in the mainland

The SEF and Association of Private Universities and
Colleges jointly held a job fair for Taiwanese business elites
in mainland China on May 16 at the SEF. The fair served

as a platform to link students and employers. A total of 29
companies, including Catcher Technology, DaChan Food
Service Business Group and Formosa Plastics Group, set
up stalls at the fair, which attracted over 400 mainland
and Taiwan student job seekers. SEF Chairman Lin Join-
sane stated at the opening ceremony that 80,000 mainland
students have studied in Taiwan since over the past more
than three years, enabling students from both sides to
exchange experience, ideas and views, mutually understand
each other's social system. This has a very positive effect
on building cross-strait consensus and maintaining the
development of peace between the two sides.

5/23 Third Meeting between the Heads of
the Competent Authorities for Cross-
strait Affairs Held in Kinmen

MAC Minister Andrew Hsia and Director Zhang Zhijun
of the mainland's Taiwan Affairs Office held the third meeting
between the heads of the competent authorities for cross-
strait affairs in Kinmen on May 23. The two sides exchanged
views on the current development of cross-strait relations
and important issues. Both sides reiterated their unwavering
determination and confidence in promoting the peaceful
and stable development of cross-strait relations. The MAC
stated that the meeting symbolized the continued progress
of institutionalized cross-strait relations, the normalization of
official cross-strait interactions, the deepening of contacts,
and the conviction of the two sides in jointly maintaining the
development of peace between the two sides.

5/26 Chairman Lin Join-sane leads delegation
to Zhejiang, Jiangsu and Tianjin

SEF Chairman Lin Join-sane led an SEF mission to
mainland China to visit Taiwanese businesspeople in Zhejiang,
Jiangsu, and Tianjin on May 26 to 31. The mission stopped in
Yiwu, Jinhua, Hangzhou, Nantong and other areas for during
the six-day visit. The group attended the inauguration and
ceremony and celebration for the ninth-term directors and
supervisors of the Tianjin Taiwan Businessmen's Association,
as well as the opening ceremony for the Cross-Strait Cultural
and Creative Industry Cooperation Park. The group also
visited local Taiwan enterprises, and held Taiwan business
forums in Yiwu, Zhejiang, and Tianjin to listen to the hopes
of Taiwanese businesspeople. The mission reflected the
problems faced by Taiwanese enterprises during meetings
with local officials. &
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