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1/23 AETATS approved to open Taiwan office

The Association of Economy and Trade Across the
Taiwan Straits (AETATS) received approval on January 23 to
establish an office in Taiwan. In related news, the Taiwan
Electrical and Electronic Manufacturers' Association (TEEMA)
submitted an application to the competent authorities in
Guangdong Province to open an office in Dongguan, with
aims to start operations this year. AETATS is the second
mainland economic and trade organization to set up an
office in Taiwan following the China Chamber of Commerce
for Import and Export of Machinery and Electronic Products
(CCCME), which opened a Taipei office earlier.

1/30 Chairman Lin Join-sane meets Vice
Governor of Shandong Province Chi
Hsiang-chi

Vice Governor of Shandong Province Chi Hsiang-chi
led a delegation to Taiwan for exchanges from January 26
to 30. The group participated in the opening ceremony
of the "Shandong Cultural Exchange Festival" and other
cultural exchange activities. It also informal discussions
and exchange with related parties. SEF Chairman Lin Join-
sane stated during a meeting with Vice Governor Li that he
had visited Shandong and found the province to have an
excellent business environment to support the development
of Taiwanese-funded enterprises. He expressed hope that

Taiwan and Shandong could cooperate more closely on

economic, trade, cultural and other affairs to achieve mutual

benefit and improve the well-being of the people of both
sides.

@ 20155385k / 27988

Chronicle of Cross-strait
Economic and Trade Events

2/2  Taiwan received over nine million
visitors in 2014

Taiwan received a record 9.91 million visitors in 2014,
up 23.6% from the 8.01 million arrivals the year before.
Tourism was the purpose of 72% of the visits and over 90%
(8.97 million) of the visitors came from other Asian countries,
up 25.7% from the year before and representing the sixth
consecutive year of double-digit growth. Arrivals from the
mainland accounted for 3.99 million, the biggest share and
a significant gain of 38.7% over the year before. The next
biggest visitor source markets were Japan (1.63 million
visitors), up 15% over last year; and Hong Kong and Macao,
which sent 1.38 million visitors, up 16.3% and representing
the third consecutive one-million-plus-visitor year. The
number of South Koreans visiting Taiwan swelled by 50.2%
over the year before to hit 530,000.

2/6  SEF provides assistance to victims
families after TransAsia Airways crash

The SEF immediately notified the ARATS after the
TransAsia Airways air crash, actively collected information on
crash victims from mainland China, actively helped mainland
victims' families to come to Taiwan and handle related
matters. The SEF maintained close contact with ARATS
throughout the incident and fully assisted with follow up
affairs.

2/9 Taiwan's exports grow 3.4% in January
The Ministry of Finance announced Taiwan's January
import and export trade data on February 9. Exports gained



3.4%, imports fell 4.8%, and the trade surplus grew by
62.7%. However, exports to Korea and mainland China fell
by 0.4% and 3.3%, respectively.

2/10 Mainland CPI slows to 0.8% YoY in
January: a five-year low

Mainland China's National Bureau of Statistics released
data showing that the consumer price index (CPI) in the
mainland rose year-over-year (YoY) by 0.8% and 0.3%
month over month (MoM) in January. The YoY figure was
the lowest since November 2009. The mainland's industrial
producer price index (PPI) declined year-over-year by 4.3%
and by 1.1% MoM, while industrial producer prices fell by
5.2% YoY and 1.3% MoM.

2/16 Andrew Hsia appointed as MAC Minister
The Executive Yuan announced today that it has
accepted the resignation of Mainland Affairs Council Minister
Wang Yu-chi. His successor will be Andrew L.Y. Hsia, who
served in diplomatic positions before his appointment as Vice
Minister of National Defense. Hsia also previously served as
director-general of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office
in New York; director of the political division of the Taipei
Economic and Cultural Representative Office in Washington,
D.C.; and deputy minister of foreign affairs. He has extensive
administrative experience and capability to execute policies.
Under his leadership of the Mainland Affairs Council, the
cross-strait relationship can continue to develop based on the
foundation established by his predecessors, it affirmed.

2/16 Mainland utilized foreign capital grows
nearly 30% YoY

Mainland China's Ministry of Commerce announced on
February 16 that there were 2,166 newly establish foreign-
invested enterprises in January this year, up 31.8% year-over-
year (YoY). The amount of actually utilized foreign capital
gained by 29.4% to US$13.92 billion, while the contracted
amount of foreign capital increased 126.2% to US$33.21
billion.

2/18 President lauds Taiwan's economy in
Lunar New Year's Eve message
President Ma Ying-jeou stated in his Lunar New Year's
Eve message that Taiwan's economy improved last year,
despite persistent instability in the international economy.
Through the nation's collective efforts, Taiwan's exports
and stock market bounced back and the number of tourists

A4

visiting the island surged by 1.9 million. The economy grew
at a pace of 3.74%, the fastest in three years, while the
unemployment rate fell to 3.96%, a seven-year low. Inflation
was contained to 1.2%, the second lowest among the Four
Asian Tigers, while salary increases reached a four-year
high. The U.S. Heritage Foundation issued a study on global
economic freedom, ranking Taiwan 14th globally and fifth
in Asia, the country's best showing on the list. President Ma
expressed hope that the country would work together to
open up new prospects in the new year.

2/24 SEF holds "2015 Lunar New Year
Gathering of Taiwan Businessmen"

The SEF, MAC, Ministry of Economic Affairs, Chinese
National Federation of Industries, and General Chamber
of Commerce of the ROC held the "2015 Lunar New Year
Gathering of Taiwan Businessmen" at the Grand Hotel in
Taipei under the theme of "Opening a New Era of Cross-
Strait Peace: Supporting Taiwan Businesses and Striving for
the Economy." President Ma Ying-jeou, Vice President Wu
Den-yih, MAC Vice Minister Lin Chu-chia, Vice Minister
of Economic Affairs Shen Jong-chin and other heads
and representatives of relevant government departments
attended. The officials paid their sincere respects to the
Taiwan businesspeople struggling in the mainland and
encouraged them to reach new heights in the New Year. The
event was joined by more than 470 participants, including
current and former presidents and leading officials of
mainland chapters of the Taiwan Businessmen's Association,
SEF financial and legal consultants for Taiwan businessmen,
and representatives of related government units and private
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organizations.

2/26 SEF holds a seminar and reception for
Taiwan students in the mainland

The SEF, Ministry of National Defense, Conscription
Agency of the Ministry of the Interior, and National
Immigration Agency held a seminar on education and and
employment and a Lunar New Year reception for Taiwanese
students at the SEF headquarters. The event was attended
by representatives of Taiwan-funded enterprises and Taiwan
Business Association chapters and provided Taiwan students
with information on mainland employment and education
opportunities. The event aimed to strengthen services
to Taiwan students in the mainland, assist youth career
development, and provide a platform for closer cooperation

among Taiwan enterprises in the mainland. &
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