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12/29 Fourth Symposium on Peaceful
Development of Cross-strait Relations
held in Shanghai

The Shanghai Institute of Taiwan Studies, Shanghai

Taiwan Studies Society and editorial department of "Tai

Hai Yan Jiu" magazine co-sponsored the 4th Symposium

on Peaceful Development of Cross-strait Relations in

Shanghai. The symposium was joined by experts, scholars

and other guests from both sides of the Taiwan Strait.

The theme of the symposium was "New Pattern of

Developments in the Taiwan Strait." Participants discussed

two sub-topics, including "New Developments in Taiwan

Elections and New Change in Cross-Strait Relations" and

"Use of New Media by the New Generation in Taiwan."

Shanghai Institute of Taiwan Studies director Yu Xintian

stated in a speech that the development of peace between

the two sides is still the mainstream public opinion on
both sides. He also noted that peaceful development has
many stages and many new characteristics that everyone

needs to think about.

1/1  Visa on arrival launched for Kinmen,
Matsu and Penghu Mini Three Links
travel

As of January 1, 2015, mainland tourists visiting

Kinmen, Matsu and Penghu, can apply for a temporary

stay permit at the time of entry. The permit, commonly

known as a "visa on arrival," costs NT$600 and can be
applied for online in advance for NT$200. The new policy
makes mainland tourist travel to visit Kinmen, Matsu and
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Penghu more flexible and fast. About 6,000 such trips
were made each month over the past three months. The
policy is expected to boost the monthly number to more
than 70,000.

1/1  Mainland enacts revised Environmental
Protection Act

Mainland China brought its amended Environmental
Protection Act into effect on January 1 this year. The
revised act aims to reverse a trend of environmental
degradation due to the mainland's rapid economic
development. After four reviews, the amended act was
passed by the Eighth Session of the Standing Committee
of the 12th National People's Congress on April 24, 2014.
Environmental protection experts believe that the amended
act may become the mainland's strictest administrative
law. The revised act further clarifies the environmental
protection supervision and management responsibilities
of the mainland public sector, strengthens the red line for
ecological protection, sets limits on the total amount of
pollutants, and calls for environmental monitoring and
environmental impact assessments, inter-administrative
region prevention efforts and other basic environmental
protection systems. The act increases the pollution control
responsibilities of enterprises and stiffens legal penalties
for breaking environmental laws. It also calls for stronger
environmental protection promotion, heightened public
environmental awareness, protections for informants, and
the expansion of bodies for environmental public interest

litigation.



1/13 2015 Cross Strait Mobile Internet
Conference held in Taipei

Cheetah Mobile, the Cross-Straits Common Market
Foundation and Cross-Straits Entrepreneurs' Summit jointly
held the 2015 Cross Strait Mobile Internet Conference
(CSMIC 2015) on January 13 in Taipei. Speaking at the
event, Former Vice President Vincent Siew observed that
it is apparent that the future new economy is the internet
economy. He said that the internet is closely related to
people's consumption and happiness and can create more
jobs. He also hoped that young people in Taiwan could
ride this wave and build new value.

1/13 Chairman Lin Join-sane leads delegation
to visit Taiwanese businesspeople in
Hainan and Guangxi

SEF Chairman Lin Join-sane led a delegation from

January 13 to 17 to visit Taiwanese businesspeople in the

mainland provinces of Hainan and Guangxi. The five-day

visit included a reception with Taiwan businesspeople in

Sanya on the 14th; a visit to a Taiwanese-owned farm

and a Taiwanese business forum in Hainan on the 15th;

and participation in the 20th anniversary of the Nanning

Taiwan Business Association and visits with local Taiwan-

funded enterprises in Nanning on the 16th. The group

also met with officials in Hainan and Guangxi to reflect
the views of the Taiwanese business community and help
to resolve the business problems faced by Taiwanese

enterprises.

1/20 Cross-Strait Agricultural and Fisheries
Exchange Forum held in Fujian

The Cross-Strait Agricultural and Fisheries Exchange
Forum and Fifth Roundtable Seminar of Cross-Strait Farmer
Grassroots Economic Cooperation Organizations was
held at the Pingtan Comprehensive Experimental Zone in
Fujian Province. Director of the mainland's Taiwan Affairs
Office Zhang Zhijun met with 86 agriculture and fisheries
industry representatives met for exchanges and dialogue
at the event to hear their suggestions on agricultural and
fishery product exports to mainland China and strengthen

exchanges of views on agriculture and fishery products. A

A4

Taiwan fruit procurement signing ceremony was also held

during the seminar.

1/22 Chairman Lin Join-sane leads a
delegation to visit Taiwanese
businesspeople in Chengdu and Suining

SEF Chairman Lin Join-sane led a delegation to visit

Taiwanese businesspeople in the Sichuan Province cities

of Chengdu, Suining, and Leshan from January 22 to

25. During the four-day visit, the group attended the

20th anniversary of the Chengdu Taiwan Businessmen's

Association on the 23rd and the inauguration of the

Suining Taiwan Businessmen's Association on the 24th

to express the government's concern for Taiwanese

businesspeople. The group also visited local Taiwan-
funded enterprises and during meetings with local officials
reflected the business problems faced by Taiwanese

companies.

1/29 Cross-Strait Economic Cooperation
Committee holds seventh regular
meeting in Taipei

The SEF and ARATS held the seventh regular meeting
of the Cross-Strait Economic Cooperation Framework

Agreement (ECFA) Cross-Strait Economic Cooperation

Committee (CSECC). The meeting was co-convened by

SEF Vice Chairman Shih Hui-fen and ARATS Executive Vice

Chairman Zheng Lizhong. CSECC chief representative

SJUDAZ oped] pue diWouodg 1ied}s-ssod) JO 9)3iuody)d

Vice Minister of Economic Affairs Cho Shih-chao was
the chief negotiator for the Taiwan side. His mainland
counterpart was CSECC chief representative Vice Minister
of Commerce Gao Yan. During the meeting, the two sides
reviewed the ECFA implementation status and progress in
promoting related issues, including the implementation
status of the ECFA goods and services trade early harvest
plans; the progress of the six working groups for trade in
goods, trade in services, investment, dispute settlement,
industrial cooperation and customs cooperation; mutual
establishment of economic and trade group offices by the
two sides and other economic cooperation affairs. The
two sides also exchanged views on the next stage of work

planning. &
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